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MATTERS





The Edge (1997, Thriller) with Anthony Hopkins and Alec Baldwin 
(screenplay by David Mamet)







It wasn’t that long ago . . .
Prospect Park, Brooklyn (1984)



Release dates 1982 and 1971)





In his Greensward plan for Central Park, Olmsted indicated that there should be twenty points of access (for the 2 ½ 

mile long park by a 1/2 mile wide) noting, “it was early deemed appropriate that these entrances be named in some way 

more appealing to popular imagination than a numerical destination taken from the neighboring streets.” This 

nomenclature does not appear until 1865, and it would be another half century until they were “brought to public 

attention by the Central Park Association’ in its campaign for the restoration of the park.”



The Central Park Association was organized to 
“stimulate and aid the City of New York to restore 

Central Park to life an vigor.” (The Olmsted Bros. were 
consultants to the Assoc.)



Chaired by Mrs. Guggenheim, committee included 
Edna Ferber and Mabel Parsons





“A Secret Section of Central Park Reopens,” The New York Times, 10 May 2016 by James Barron. (Above:  A new rustic gate 
at the entrance to the Hallett Nature Sanctuary).   Not since the 1930s has this section of the park been open regularly.



ACCESS  IS 
THE NUB

THE SOLUTION



WHY NOW?



Park Entrances:
Gansevoort Street and Washington 
Street (elevator access)
•14th Street (elevator access)
•16th Street (elevator access)
•18th Street
•20th Street
•23rd Street (elevator access)
•26th Street
•28th Street
•29th Street (elevator access)
•30th Street
•34th Street (ramp access) - open 7 
a.m. to sunset



PROXIMITY



The New York Times, September 10, 2006

MATTERS



L I V E   N E X T    T O   A   P A R K!













East River Esplanade 81st Street Bridge 
“Prison Bridge” Design Under Fire
A Walk in the Park Blog  12/14/2014

View from Carol Shurtz Park to East River Esplanade 
(After, left; before, below, left and right)



If access is the nub 
of the solution...

How do we 
leverage edge?



CONTEXT

View from the Brooklyn Promenade



Russian nesting dolls

MATTERS
Signe Nielsen at City College



CONTEXT + AUTHENTICITY MATTERS: The Lowline, under-
ground, lower east side (top left) Randall’s Island Connector (NY 

Restoration Pjct) several  routes to access Randall’s Island (just 
unveiled bottom) and the Queensway – 3.5 miles of abandoned 

rail led by The Trust for Public Land (right).



Find what is authentic, build on it: “Every place has a history, a culture, connections to the city around it,” Mr. Corner 
says. Don’t demolish it. Find what is authentic and celebrate it.

James Corner, quoted in, “How Cities Can Revitalize Their Public Spaces: The High Line’s lead designer, landscape 
architect James Corner, gives his secrets for creating great places to live and visit”      Wall Street Journal   24 April 2016

A walkway on Seattle’s waterfront will have translucent blocks over a natural shallow habitat for juvenile salmon, 
to let light through for the fish. Photo: James Corner Field Operations 



Cantilevered Terrace: Brooklyn Promenade 
designed by Clarke & Rapuano

Historic District 
designated (1965) 

Emphasis on architecture/ 
engineering thru 1899



Cantilevered Terrace: Villa Medici, Rome, 
Michael Rapuano study area, ca. 1926







Philip Johnson, in an 
interview in the 1994 
book, Philip Johnson: 
The Architect in His 
Own Words. On the 
MoMa garden notes: 

Question: “Is [the 
garden] at its best 
when there are very 
few people in the 
garden or when there 
are a lot?” 

Answer: Johnson 
replied: “It's better to 
have a few, of course, 
because then you get 
the feeling of the 
space . . .  "You need a 
place to relax after 
looking at the 
artwork. You're so 
relieved that there is 
no painting to focus 
on.”



Freeway Park, Seattle, WA



Freeway Park, 
Seattle, WA













1. Make More Porous
Break the Edge

2. Connect and Extend
Think System or Network

3. Put a Cap on it
Create the Connective Tissue

Edge Matters



MAKE POROUS



DIGNIFIED ARRIVAL EXPERIENCE

A quest for a  CIVIC SOLUTION that is a dignified, clear and accessible arrival experience.



Bryant Park, NYC, NY
Hanna/Olin (completed in 1992)

Lincoln Center, NYC, NY
Diller Scofidio +  Renfro (2002-2013)

Grand Park, Los Angeles, CA
Rios Clement Hale (first two blocks in 2012, 
new playground 2014)

Discovery Green, Houston, TX
Hargreaves Associates (opened in 2008, 
revisions to edge underway)

Edge Matters:
1. Make More Porous, Break the Edge



_________________________________



Bryant Park, NYC, NY Hanna/Olin (completed in 1992)



Laurie Olin suggested simple yet effective changes to the site, such 
as removing iron fences and understory plant materials to make the 
space more physically and visually accessible. 

"Access is the nub of the solution," wrote Holly Whyte. Using 
Whyte's report as a guide, Hanna/Olin was engaged thirty years ago 
to create a design that would transform the park into a safe and 
vibrant urban nexus.

Olin modified and introduced entrances, ramps, stairs, and pavements while cutting 
through walks and railing to configure free circulation. 







“Once the construction is done, the campus will be more porous and more inviting to 

the neighborhood. Partly that means making it easier to tell what’s going on and where.”

The New York Times /   Editorial -- Opinion Page   
September 16, 2008

Lincoln Center, NYC, NY
Diller Scofidio +  Renfro (2002-2013)



Lincoln Center, 
NYC, NY
(Before)



Lincoln Center, NYC, NY
(Before)



Lincoln Center, NYC, NY  (After)



At Lincoln Center, “the architects graft 
additions that grow from the original 
concepts into unexpected hybrids. But 
they are not just making formal 
alterations to give the institutions an 
image makeover; the additions are 
helping to update the culture of the 
institutions themselves, broadening 
their programs, democratizing their 
identities, renewing their very 
missions. Architecture is the can 
opener for these closed containers, 
creating a more porous and 
interactive relationship between the 
city at large and institutions that 
ultimately prosper in the open.”

Justin Davidson, 
New York Magazine

Lincoln Center, NYC, NY  (After)



Grand Park, Los Angeles, CA

Rios Clement Hale (before)



Grand Park, Los Angeles, CA
Rios Clemente Hale (After)

Pedestrian circulation was improved 
with the implementation of a 
diagonal cross axis within the park, 
not to mention new ramps, an 
elevator that serviced the street, 
plaza and garage levels, additional 
pedestrian entrances and enhanced 
signage.



Grand Park, Los Angeles, CA

Rios Clement Hale (After)



Discovery Green, 
Houston, TX
Hargreaves 
Associates 
(Before)

The site of former 
surface parking 
lots, the 10 acre 
site spurred a 
wave of 
construction along 
its borders.



Discovery Green, Houston, TX,  Hargreaves Associates (After)



Discovery Green, Houston, TX,  Hargreaves Associates 
(After)



.Discovery Green, Houston: A catalyst for new 
construction – and now, a quest for increased porosity



Discovery Green, Houston: A catalyst for new construction – and now, a quest for increased porosity



CONNECT/EXTEND



“Olmsted continued to advocate the use 
of drives and boulevards to link parks 
into an entire system that would also 
define different parts of cities like 
Seattle, Boston and Minneapolis and 
give them structures around which to 
organize. . .” 

“Whatever little success designers had with 
these plans, once a site was selected, its 
almost invariably peripheral location required 
that primary attention be given to street 
connections.”

Galen Crantz
The Politics of Park Design (1982)

Eastern Parkway (top) Ocean Parkway, 1894 (below)



Emerald Necklace Parks, Boston/Brookline, MA
Original Planning: Olmsted, Olmsted Eliot (1879-92)
Pressley Associates (1986-present)

Louisville Park and Parkways System, KY
Initial Planning: Olmsted firm (1891-1921)
Waterfront Parks: Hargreaves Assoc. (1999-2004; 2016)
21st Century Parks (2005-present)   

Buffalo Bayou Park, Houston, TX
Initial Planning: Arthur C. Comey, 1913
SWA Group, Houston, 2012-present

Chicago Riverwalk, IL
Initial Vision: Daniel H. Burnham, ca. 1909  
Sasaki Associates 2009-present

2. Edge Matters: Connect and Extend
Think System or Network



Emerald Necklace Parks, Boston/Brookline, MA   Original Planning: Olmsted, Olmsted Eliot (1879-92)  



Emerald Necklace Parks, Back Bay Fens (“Sears Parking Lot”)
Pressley Associates (1986-present) This photo is from May 2016



Emerald Necklace Parks, Boston/Brookline, MA   Reconnecting the Chain of Open Spaces and Improving Edge Conditions



Louisville Park 
and Parkways 
System, KY
Initial Planning: 
Olmsted firm 
(1891-1921)



“The Big Four Bridge is a Symbol of this city just 
as Churchill Downs and the Belle of Louisville are 
symbols, and like them, the bridge is equally 
worthy of veneration. . . 

Even if we accept the Big Four’s value as a living 
reminder of the city’s importance as a rail center, 
and further agree that it is a key element of our 
riverscape that should be preserved, the challenge 
of recycling such a large structure is formidable.” 

Let’s Save the Big Four, (1975)

Louisville Park and Parkways System: Extending the Olmsted Legacy:  Waterfront Parks Hargreaves Associates  1999-2016
(and Dual Access to Park and Bridge)



Louisville Park and Parkways System, KY
Extending the Olmsted Legacy:

21st Century Parks (2005-present)

12 May 2016   



Broad Run Park caps nearly 4,000-acre, $125 million park system transforming Louisville’s 
urban edge

On April 15, 2016 the 583-acre Broad Run Park, also known as The Parklands of Floyds Fork opened. This was the final 
major portion of the nearly 4,000-acre park system that ranks among the nation’s largest and most ambitious new 
metropolitan parks. Its varied outdoor recreational opportunities,  along its 20-mile ribbon of trails, picnic and 
playground areas, woods, meadows and creek was developed and is managed by the nonprofit 21st Century Parks, The 
Parklands is a fully donor-supported public park system that was constructed in the past five years. 

Artist Rendering Completed project, 2016

Louisville Park and Parkways System, KY
Extending the Olmsted Legacy:  21st Century Parks (2005-present)   



“Houston owes its very existence to Buffalo Bayou. 
Buffalo Bayou Partnership has taken a neglected 
waterway and transformed it into an attractive and 
inviting gateway into downtown and beyond.” 
— Former Mayor Annise D. Parker, City of Houston

Buffalo Bayou Park, Houston
Initial Planning: Arthur C. Comey, 1913

SWA Group, Houston, 2012-present



Buffalo Bayou Park, Houston
Initial Planning: Arthur C. Comey, 1913



Comey’s plan for proposed parkways along White Oak and Buffalo Bayou, 1913 (left) and Comey’s first 
comprehensive plan for the city, Houston: Tentative Plans for its Development.



Buffalo Bayou Park, SWA for The Buffalo Bayou Partnership

The 160-acre linear park emphasizes urban ecology and improved 
pedestrian access, including new bridges connecting contiguous 
neighborhoods. The design targets channel stabilization, while 
enhancing the bayou’s natural meanders and offering increased 
resiliency against floodwaters while preserving the beauty of this 
culturally significant waterway. The project provides continuous 
pedestrian and bike circulation routes, public art, and special 
maintenance and safety provisions. According to its designers, “the 
formerly trash-strewn waterway along the Promenade now teems 
with ducks, herons, turtles and fish.”

Buffalo Bayou Park, Houston
SWA Group, Houston, 2012-present



Buffalo Bayou Park, Houston  SWA, 2012-present

THIS IS ALL 
ABOUT ACCESS



Buffalo Bayou Park, Houston  SWA, 2012-present

…AND 
CONNECTIVITY, 
CONTINUITY + 
CONTIGUITY



In 1909 Daniel Burnham introduced a civic vision that included riverside promenades. A 
century later, an increased value and role of the river has been realized with the Chicago 

Riverwalk project by Sasaki Associates. This effort has also improved access while reclaiming 
the river’s ecological, recreational and economic assets. 

Chicago Riverwalk, IL
Initial Vision: Daniel H. Burnham, ca. 1909  

Sasaki Associates 2009-present



Chicago Riverwalk, IL
Sasaki Associates 2009-present



Chicago Riverwalk, IL
Sasaki Associates 2009-present



Chicago Riverwalk, IL
Sasaki Associates 2009-present



PUT A CAP  ON  IT



Freeway Park, Seattle, WA
First cap over a Freeway, Lawrence Halprin (1976)

Klyde Warren Park, Dallas, TX
The Office of James Burnett (2012)

Cap Happy!
Pretty much everywhere you look

3. Edge Matters: Put a Cap on It 
Create the Connective Tissue

The Presidio Parkway, San Francisco, CA
The Presidio Trust (underway)



Freeway Park, Seattle, WA  (1976)



Klyde Warren Park, Dallas, TX
The Office of James Burnett (2012)

The 5-acre park “creates green 
space ‘out of thin air’ that 

connects the vibrant Uptown 
neighborhood with the Dallas Arts 

District and downtown.



Sinking 
Doyle Drive 

results in 13 
acres of new 

parkland at  
The Presidio 

of San 
Francisco





Presidio Parklands area, with Doyle Drive running underground through a tunnel. (Winning Competition entry, 
James Corner Field Operations)



Rebranding – “It’s not a Freeway”
(including perhaps the first PARK PLUSH – PARKER!



CAP HAPPY: RESTORING NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIVITY

Cincinnati’s Planned Freeway Cap (left top); “Space 134” 
project, from Glendale to Central Avenue, Glendale, CA 
(top right), Cap on 405 in Portland, OR (above left) and 

Hollywood Freeway, CA (bottom right) 



BQ Green would create parkland over more 
than two blocks of the BQE ditch. 

Robert Moses rammed the expressway ditch 
through the neighborhood in the 1950s. 
Today, the road is blamed for the area’s 
elevated asthma rates, and serves as a 
convenient boundary for modern day gangs.

Nathan Tempey, Gothamist, 09 May 2016

Design by dland Studio (2016)



A couple weeks ago, I noticed something while walking by Bryant Park. There were people 
hanging out on 40th Street. That was different. It took a moment to realize what had 
changed. The fence was gone. . . Initially, I thought it was a deliberate decision to activate 
the edge of the park…

25 July 2015, Urban Residue Blog
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